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(onles lie save hymselfe by flying) that he is not either slayne, or
els taken prisoner and yelded to his enemies alive. If they wynne the
fyelde, they persecute not theire enemies with the violent rage of
slaughter. For they had rather take them alive then kyl them.
Neither they do so follow the chase and pursute of theire enemies,
but they leave behinde them one parte of theire hoste in battaile
arraye under their standardes. In so muche that If al their whole
armie be discumfeted and overcum saving the rewarde, and that
they therewith atchieve the victory, then they had rather lette al
their enemies scape, then to followe them out of array. For they
remembre, it hath chaunced unto themselfes more then ones; the
whole powre and strength of their hoste being vanquished and put
to flight, whiles their enemies re joy sing in the victory have perse-
cuted them flying some one way" and some another, a small companye
of theire men lying In an arnbushe, there redy at all occasions, have
sodainelye rysen upon them thus dispersed and scattered oute of
arraye, and through presumption of safety unadvisedly pursuing the
chase: and have incontinent changed the fortune of the whole
battayll: and spite of their tethes wrestinge oute of their handes the
sure and undoubted victorye, being a litle before conquered, have for
their parte conquered the conquerers. It Is hard to say whether
they be craftier in layinge an ambushe, or wittier in avoydinge the
same. You would thlnke they- intende to fiye, when they meane
.nothing lesse.
And contrary e wyse when they go about that purpose, you wold
beleve it were the leaste parte of their thought. For if they perceave
themself es either overmatched in numbre, or closed in too narrowe
a place, then they remove their campe either in the night season
with silence, or by some pollicie they deceave theire enemies, or
In the day time they retiere backe so softelye, that it is no lesse
jeoperdie to medle with them when they geve backe, then when
they presse on. They fence and fortifie their campe sewerlye with
a deape and a brode trenche. The earth therof is cast inward.
Nor they do not set drudgeis and slaves aworke about it.
It is doone by the handes of the souldiours them selfes. All the
whole arrnye worketh upon it, except them that kepe watche and
warde in harneis before the trenche for sodelne aventures. There-
fore by the labour of so manye a large trenche closinge in a greate
compasse of grounde is made in less tyme then anye man woulde
beleve. Theire arnioure or harneys, whiche they weare, Is sure
and strong to receave strokes, and handsome for all movinges and
gestures of the bodye, insomuche that it is not unweldye to swymme
in. For In the discipline of theire warefare amonge other feates thei
learne to swimme in harnes. Their weapons be arrowes aloufe,